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New Release — March 29, 2011

Songs without words

Julius Drake, piano

Including works by Bramhs, Britten, Bartok, Mendelssohn, Schubert,

Schumann, Liszt, among others.

“... this inspired accompanist is now the best in the business.”
~New York Magazine

ATMA Classique is pleased to announce the release of Songs without
words, the solo recording debut of the British pianist Julius Drake. He
conceived this CD as a personal journal on the piano, and performs
selections from Johannes Brahms' Intermezzi, Fanny and Felix
Mendelssohn's Lieder ohne Worte (Songs without words), and Franz
Schubert Moments musicaux, among others.

“Since much of my playing life has been devoted to accompanying song, |
thought | would choose piano music of a songlike nature for this disc,”
says Drake.

Drake lives in London and specializes in the field of chamber music,
working with many of the world’s leading artists. He appears at all the
major music centres including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Centre, the
Concertgebouw, the Musée de Louvre, La Scala, and the Musikverein. His
passionate interest in song has led to invitations to devise song series for,
among others, the Wigmore Hall, London, the BBC, and the
Concertgebouw. A series of song recitals — Julius Drake and Friends — in
the historic Middle Temple Hall in London, has featured recitals with
many outstanding artists. He was appointed artistic director of Leeds
Lieder in 2009 and the Machynlleth Festival in Wales from 2009 - 2011.

This is Julius Drake's second CD with ATMA. In 2008, he accompanied
Canadian baritone Nathan Berg on a recording of lieder by Brahms,
Strauss, Schumann, and Schubert.

Highlights of Drake’s upcoming engagements include recitals with tenor
Matthew Polenzani at Alice Tully Hall in New York on April 3; with
counter tenor Bejun Mehta at the Amsterdam Concertgebouw on April
5; with mezzo-soprano Katarina Karneus at London’s Wigmore Hall on
April 7; and with tenor lan Bostridge at the Philharmonie, Luxembourg
on April 9 and 10.

Songs without words will be available from March 29, 2011
Further details: www.atmaclassique.com
Media Contact : Luisa Trisi, Itrisi@sympatico.ca




